
Wednesday, May 8: Virtual Zoom Session

10 - 10:45am

11 - 11:45am

Thursday, May 16th: Virtual Zoom Session

9 - 10 am

Friday, May 17th: Virtual Zoom Session

9 - 10:30am

Saturday, June 1st:
 - 

6 - 8pm

Sunday, June 2nd: InterContinental Hotel San Diego
6 - 7am

7:30 - 8am Arrival & Informal Networking - Scott May

8 - 9:45am

9:45 - 10:30am
10:30 - 11:45am

Group A
Moderator: Bill Heath, PhD, Group VP, 
Medicines Innovation Hub, Lilly
Panelist: Lisa Drew, PhD, Executive 
Director Bioscience R&D, AstraZeneca
Panelist: Mayra Goncalves, Head of Global 
Technical Delivery, Kenvue
Panelist: Richard Hwang, PhD, 
Executive Director, Strategic Operations 
& Management, Pfizer
Panelist: John Gerecitano, MD,PhD, 
Sr VP of Hematology/Oncology Research 
& Development , Sana Biotechnology

Group B
Moderator: Charlene Rincon, PhD, Sr Director 
Technical Development Operations, Moderna
Panelist: Peter Carignan, VP, 
Clinical Operations, Arrowhead
Panelist: Leena Jindia, PharmD, Sr Director, 
Medical Information Communication, Content 
Strategy & Innovation, J&J Innovative 
Medicine
Panelist: Paul LaTerra, Global R&D Director 
Hair and Scalp Care, Kenvue
Panelist: Carl McMillan, PhD, Sr VP, 
Toxicology/Drug Disposition/PK/PD, Lilly

11:45 - noon

How To Develop a High Impact Resume 
Speaker: Lauren Celano, CEO & Founder, Propel Careers

The Power of Personal Brand & How to Articulate Your Value 
Speaker: Todd Fonseca, Executive Leadership Coach, Speaker & Consultant

Scholar Orientation Call
Facilitator: Scott May, Executive Director, International Center for Professional 
Development
Facilitator: Dustielyn Savage, Program Director, International Center for Professional 
Development
Mentor Orientation Call
Facilitator: Scott May
Facilitator: Dustielyn Savage

Hotel Check-In (SMDP Scholars)
Casual Activity: Social Tap Restaurant
(All SMDP 2024 Scholars & Mentors)

"The Business of Biotech & Consumer Healthcare" Industry Panel

Mentoring Skill Development & Personalized Mentoring Part 1
Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio

Breakfast at the Hotel (for Scholars)

Break (Group Photos)

Scholar & Mentor Introductions
Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio, President, International Center for Professional Development 



Sunday, June 2nd Continued: InterContinental Hotel San Diego
Noon - 1:30pm

1:30 - 2:30pm

2:30 - 4:00pm
Group A
Moderator: Sarah Moyle, PhD, Executive 
Medical Science Liaison, AstraZeneca
Panelist: Marelys Figueroa, Associate 
Director, Regulatory Affairs, Kenvue
Panelist: Kelly Rojas, Sr Manager 
Manufacturing, Amgen
Panelist: Andra Stevenson, PhD, 
Sr Director, Medical Affairs, Merck
Panelist: Pascal Bonaventure, PhD,  
Sr Director, Biology Discovery, 
J&J Innovative Medicine

Group B
Moderator: English Dupree Willis, MD, 
Distinguished Scientist Drug Safety CSRM,  
Merck
Panelist: Eileena Washington, Sr Director 
IMO Franchise Leader, Kenvue
Panelist: Brian Maybruck, PhD , Sr Scientist, 
AstraZeneca
Panelist: Julie Bailis, Associate VP, 
Research, Amgen
Panelist: Sandra Melo Carlos, PhD, 
Principal Scientist Bioinformatics, Genentech

4 - 4:30pm
4:30 - 6pm

6:30 - 9:30pm

Monday, June 3rd: InterContinental Hotel San Diego
6 - 7am

7:15 - 8:30am
8:30 - 9:30am

Group A
Moderator: Marta Piniero Nunez, PhD, 
Associate VP, MIH Talent Development 
Academy, Lilly
Panelist: Lily Cason, Sr Talent Acquisition 
Advisor, Merck
Panelist: Jenny Hwang, Talent Acquisition 
Manager, J&J Innovative Medicine
Panelist: Eric Afriyie PharmD, Associate 
Director, WSR-Safety, EP & Generics Reg, 
Pfizer

Group B
Moderator: Sean Bowen, PhD, Sr Principal 
Investigator, Chemistry, Incyte
Panelist: Tony Ndifor, PhD, Scientific 
Director, J&J Innovative Medicine
Panelist: Lakisha Tillery, PhD, Associate 
Principle Scientist Oncology R&D, AstraZeneca
Panelist: Stella Asilbekyan, PhD, 
Principal Scientist, Genetic Epidemiology, 
23andMe

9:30 - 10:15am
10:15 - 10:30am Break 

SMDP Scholar & Mentor Lunch 1:1

Reception: Celebration of Mentoring & Diversity in Biotechnology & Consumer Healthcare
on The Inspiration Yacht - ship departs promtply at 7pm.  Boarding is at 6:30pm.

Drug Discovery Game: Scott May (for Scholars only)
"Getting Hired": Job Search Tools & How to Pursue Job Opportunities

Mentoring Plan 1:1, Career Goals & Action Items

Breakfast at Hotel (for Scholars)

Personalized Mentoring & Wrap Up -  Scott May

"Career Choices" Discussion

Mentoring Skill Development & Personalized Mentoring Part 2
Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio

Break



 Monday, June 3rd Continued:  Intercontinental Hotel San Diego

10:30 - 11am

11 - 11:15am

11:15am - 12:15pm

12:15 - 12:30pm
 12:35pm

3:30pm
Afternoon

7 - 9pm

Tuesday, June 4th: San Diego Convention Center
All day/Evening

6:30-8:30pm Genentech Meet & Greet @Horton Grand Hotel

Wednesday, June 5th: San Diego Convention Center
All day/Evening

9-10:30am BIO Keynote Session: (All SMDP Scholars MUST attend)
Noon Equity & Inclusion Lunch

TBD Women in Bio (WIB) Speed networking at the convention
7-9pm Closing BIO Reception - Gaslamp Block Party

Thursday, June 6th: San Diego Convention Center
Day

Evening SMDP Scholar Depart

BIO Session, Exhibitions & Activities

BIO Session, Exhibitions & Activites

BIO Sessions & Exhibitions

"From Academia to Industry" Success Strategies from SMDP Alumni Employed in Industry

SMDP Scholars Depart for Site Visit & Lunch at J&J Innovative Medicine
Training Session Wrap Up - Scott May

SMDP Scholars Depart for BIO International Convention
BIO Registration
BIO Welcome Reception at the San Diego Convention Center

SMDP Portal Orientation
Speaker: Dustielyn Savage

Moderator: Pancho Fields, PhD, Sr Scientist, Kenvue
Panelist: Atham Ali, Sr Alliance Associate, Arrowhead
Panelist: Dallece Curley, PhD, Associate Director of External Innovation 
& Strategic Partnering, Lilly
Panelist: Gieira Jones, PhD, Associate Director, Outcomes Research, Merck 
Panelist: Brittany Witherspoon, PhD, Associate Director, J&J Innovative Medicine 

Career Networking at Industry Events: An Introduction to the BIO International 
Convention
Speaker: Cynthia Cheatham, Managing Director, Industry Programs & DEI Initiatives, 
Biotechnology Innovation Organization
Speaker: Dustielyn Savage
Speaker: Elisabeth Valerio


	Draft Agenda

