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Saturday, June 11th: 
--- Hotel Check-in (SMDP Scholars) 

 

7:30pm Informal Dinner:  

(All SMDP 2022 Scholars and Mentors)  

at Social Tap 
 

Sunday, June 12th: Venue 808 
6-7am Breakfast at the Hotel for SMDP Scholars  

 

7:30-8am Meeting Registration & Informal Networking 

8-9:45am Scholar & Mentor Introductions 

Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio, 

President, International Center  

for Professional Development (ICPD) 
 

9:45-10:30am Break (Group Photos) 
 

10:30-11:45am “The Business of Biotech & Consumer 

Healthcare” Industry Panel 
 

 

Moderator: Ngozi Erondu, MD PhD,  

Senior Director, Product Development 

Clinical Leader, Janssen R&D 
 

 

Panelist: Euen Gunn, Head of External 

Collaborations & New Global Ways  

of Working, J&J Consumer 
 

 

Panelist: Bill Heath, PhD, Senior Vice 

President, Medicines Innovation Hub,  

Eli Lilly & Company 
 

 

Panelist: Jason Olbrich, PhD, Director  

of Global Operations, Amgen 
 

 

 

Panelist: Kate Blease, PhD, Vice President  

of Translational Sciences ORD, Pfizer 
 

 

Panelist: Bill Richards, PhD, Vice President, 

Target and Drug Discovery, 23andme 
 

 

Panelist: Angus Sinclair, PhD, Vice President 

of Immuno-Oncology, IGM Biosciences 
 

 

 

11:45am-noon Mentoring Skill Development Part 1 

& Personalized Mentoring 
 

Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio 

Noon-1pm SMDP Scholar & Mentor Lunch 

1-1:30pm Mentoring Skill Development  

& Personalized Mentoring Part 2 
 

Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio 

 

1:30-2:15pm The Power of Personal Brand and  

How to Articulate Your Value 

Speaker: Aaron Hayden, Talent Advisor, 

Takeda Pharmaceuticals 

2:15-3:30pm “Career Choices” Discussion 

 

Moderator: Theresa Proia, PhD, Director,  

In vivo Bioscience, Early Oncology, 

AstraZeneca  

 

Panelist: Khary Adams, Senior Director, 

Laboratory Animal Resources, Incyte  

 

Panelist: Terrie Livingston, PharmD,  

Head of Patient Solutions and Center of 

Excellence Strategic Engagement, North 

America Medical Affairs, Merck KGaA  

 

 Panelist: Ayad Mudarris, PhD, Principal 

Medial Science Liaison, Cardiovascular/ 

Metabolism, Janssen US Commercial  

 

Panelist: Krista Petty, Senior Scientist 

Process Development, Amgen 
 

 

 

 Panelist: Narayan Variankaval, PhD, 

Executive Director, Analytical Research  

and Development, Merck  

 

Panelist: Shubu Vaughan, MD, Director, 

Clinical Lead, J&J Office of the Chief 

Medical Officer 

3:30 -3:45pm Break  

3:45 -4:45pm How to Develop a High Impact Resume  

& Cover Letter 

Speaker: Lauren Celano, Founder & CEO,  

Propel Careers 
 

4:45-5pm Personalized Mentoring & Wrap Up 

6:30pm Reception: Celebration of Mentoring  

& Diversity in Biotechnology & Consumer 

Healthcare 

7–8pm Presentation & Keynote 

Master of Ceremonies: Charlene Rincon, 

PhD, Director Manufacturing, Amgen 

Keynote Speaker: Caroline Tillett, PhD, 

Global Head R&D, J&J Consumer 

8-9:30pm Networking & Refreshments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 13th: Venue 808 
6-7am Breakfast at Hotel for SMDP Scholars 

7:30-8:00am Arrival & Informal Networking 

8-9am Getting Hired: Job Search Tools  

and How to Pursue Job Opportunities 

 

Panelist: Kristi Sardis, HR Lead, Talent 

Acquisition, Janssen 
 

Panelist: Jenny Hwang, HR Lead, Talent 

Acquisition, Janssen 
 

Panelist: Steve Gendreau, PhD,  

Senior Director, Genentech 
 

Panelist: Allison Beal, PhD, Scientific 

Director & GSK Fellow, Immunology 

Research Unit, GSK 
 

Panelist: Amanda Lewis, PhD, Bioprocess 

Technology, MS&T, Bristol Myers Squibb 

9-9:30am Mentoring Plan 1:1 

Career Goals & Action Items  

9:30-10am Career Networking at Industry Events:  

An Introduction to the BIO Convention 

Facilitator: Elisabeth Valerio 

Speaker: Roberto Monserrate, Director, 

Government Affairs-Puerto Rico, Amgen 

10-10:15am Break 

10:15-10:45am SMDP Portal Orientation 

Speaker: Dustie Savage,  

Program Director, International Center  

for Professional Development (ICPD) 
 

10:45-11:30am From Academia to Industry:  

Success Strategies from SMDP Alumni 

Employed in Industry  

 

Facilitator: Tony Ndifor, PhD, Director-

Preclinical Development, Janssen  

 

Panelist: Richard Besingi PhD, Principal 

Scientist, Future of Self Care & 

Translational Science, J&J Consumer 
 

 

Panelist: Samira Brooks PhD, Translational 

Safety Scientist, Amgen  
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Panelist: Leo Leon PhD, Senior Scientist 

AstraZeneca 
 

Panelist: Juanita Limas PhD, Research 

Scientist / Advisor, Molecular 

Pharmacology, Eli Lilly 
 

 

 

 Academia to Industry Cont. 
 

Panelist: Mary Saunders PhD, Scientist 

Discovery Sciences, Janssen 

11:30am Training Session Wrap Up 

11:45am-2pm SMDP Scholars Depart for Site Visit  

at Janssen R&D (Box Lunch on Bus) 

2pm SMDP Scholars Depart for  

BIO International Convention 

Afternoon BIO Registration 

5-6:30pm BIO Welcome Reception at the San Diego 

Convention Center 
 

Tuesday, June 14th: San Diego Convention Center 
All day/Evening BIO Sessions, Exhibitions & Activities 

 

Wednesday, June 15th: San Diego Convention Center 
All day BIO Sessions & Exhibitions 

Evening SMDP Scholars Depart 
 

Special thanks to the SMDP Biotech Outreach  

& Planning Committee as well as the SMDP Biotech 

Selection Committee 
 

Have a question? dsavage@icpdprograms.org 

 
 


